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On July 19, Honduran poultry farmers fried 30,000 eggs in the streets of San Pedro Sula and
broke 100,000 eggs in front of Economy Ministry offices to protest government plans to reduce
domestic prices by importing Salvadoran eggs. National Association of Honduran Poultry Producers
(ANAVIH) president Luis Valle told reporters that the Economy and Treasury Ministries called
on producers to reduce egg prices to $0.06 each. Suggested retail price charged to consumers by
distributors was $0.09. Valle said the price on a sack of chicken feed, according to Valle, recently rose
by over 100% from the equivalent of $5.66 to $11.69. Consequently, he added, Honduran producers
must charge $0.10 per egg to make a profit. On July 22, Valle told reporters that producers would
slaughter 25,000 chickens and break 500,000 eggs in a protest action scheduled for July 26. The
slaughtered chickens would be distributed to poor households after the protest. Although the
protest will cost the poultry growers 75,000 lempiras ($14,150) in losses, said Valle, it is "preferable
to giving away eggs for $0.06 each." Valle pointed out that Salvadoran egg imports would not lower
retail prices, which will continue at $0.08. Municipal officials in San Pedro Sula warned the farmers
that they would be fined for breaking eggs in public streets. (Basic data from AFP, 07/19/91, 07/21/91;
ACAN-EFE, Notimex, 07/22/91)
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